Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 201 1/01/20 CIA- RDP80 00809A000600010222 0

—- AL TUATIUN it
CENTRAL IHTELLIGEM L
INFORMATION F.&

COUNTRY Czechoslovakia

SUBJECT Gommanist Purges SECREF
PLACE

ACQUIRED

DATE

ACQUIRED

DATE OF II7

ano 794, oF
Latiom or 173 cu
Bl > aominiten .

caCY REFORIT

PORT

DATE DISTR. /4 Feb 1952

NO. OF PAGES 3

NO. OF ENCLS.

(LISTED BELOW)

SUPPLEMENT TO
REPORT NO.

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1. The Septenmtar 1951 shake-ap UJ t. 1 the Czech Communist Party
vas the climax of a loi-oin went, o policy
administration tetween two 7 neth CF hierarchy.
One aroup was composed ={ he ‘uoter sy, such as Gottwald,
.Z.zmﬁ)loc:lrdg Delansky, Jiroky and Nerek; the other clicue
made up of the more ro ufal ¢lement, was led by Rudolf Slansky
and included Frank, Geminder and Bures. Both factions were
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dilfference Lerwesn the Tuo groups lay In the o de hey
advocated - avtain thils geal., Presldent Zooty 7 anu his

backers favored taking cne ziep atv a Llme, ezck tine con-
Bolidating gains; they alec had mere regard for Caech
inptiturions and the feelings of the people, Slansky and his
radical followers favered a more rapld, ruthless pace; they
Wwere determired to coumplete the Sovietlizatlon process as
dulckly as possivle, parvicularly with regard to agricultural
epllectivization. This met with bitter oppositlon and re-
pentment or the part of the Tarmers, The more they were prodded,
the lezs they produced; guotas weren't filled, and collec-
tivization simply didn't work out. Shops could be shut down
and forsed out cf buslness; this couldntt be done 4o the
farmers Nevertheless, Slansky and Co advocated a2 guick
change-over, regardless of the economic hardshlps brought
apout as a result of thelr methods.

2, In 1948 Slansky wag the man nf the hour in Czechaslovakia,
rivaling Gerdndsr in popularity. This was true until
October 1950 when Marie Svermcva, at that time a deputy
Secretary General of the Czech Communist Party, was arrested
and charged with acttempting @ coup d'etat against Gottwald and
Slangky. Slansky spoke ab fhe meeting of the CP chalrman-
ship in February 1951 and compared the Svermova and Sling
cages, [ |never thought thal there was any relation
hetween the two;s Slansky's charges at the time were ridiculous.,
Later in 1951, Slansiky acted as maln spokesman of the Czeoh
Communist Party at & meeting of the leadera of the Jlovak CP.
In the meantlnmz, the purges had continued, embracling not only
Svermova znd Sling {DMisirict Communist Party Chalrman for
Brno), but also Clementis, (frmi) Fuchs (District CP Chalp-
man for Moraveka Ostrava). Polak {(Digtrist Chalrman for the
CP 4in Bratlsiava, Loasky (CP Chairman for Plzen), and the

" t CP Chalrman 1ln Usti nad Labe:
@% The confllict between the Cottwz bal )
actions grew apace]  [do nos belleve, however, that anyore
plosely connected with Slansky was purged before

September 1951 .

3. The conflict between Slansky and CGottwald was sharpened by
the September reorganizaslon of the CP, and Slansky'’s sub-
gequent demission. Gottwald had succeeded in per-
suading Mcscow that Slansky was of no further use. Gotiwald
had charged Slansky wiih negligences; one of his supporting
argunents was the fact that Slansky had been Secretary
general of the Czech CP when both Arthur London and Col Pavel
MWere appointed, (‘The responsibility For appointments to
Important government poBitlons resis ultimately with the CP
Secretary General.) London (Vice Minister for Foreign Afiaira)
andl Pavel (Deputy Minister cf Inbterilor) had been arrested In
February or March 1951. Slansky's sell~renunclation and
"eonfession" shortly bkefore his arrest were, of course,
mandatory, buc they may have been bona fide. Once one starts
Bllpping from & position of prominence, he 1s attacked by
more and more people; for thls reason also Slanaky was
doomed . Various persons throughout the government who may
have ziven Slanglky!s name as reflerence are undou%tedly
T : : : : N redtions .
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. Beents had followed the usual Commnlsl parcern of Tlrst

# ulcin;' away with the zupportere o thai there would be ry
ome 1=t to defend the leudsr, Arrests started wt_t“bl_m
Bruao Koehler, former chief of the CPis cadre eystem, mnd
fqcluded Jo.ef Frank, Custav Bares, Bedrich geminder (all
flmmsky's : ormer deputies); Richard Slansky, brother of
Fudplf and chief of the Press Secilon of the Minlstry of
Foreign Affairs, wes arvested late In Noverber 1951, ask
prior to Rudolf Slansky's arr2st and Gottwald!s annoumee-~
ment of the conspiracy. (It was inevitapble that Richard ‘Slansky
should be dismissed, as he owed his position to him brathers
he may have been succeeded by Jirl Melssner, Rude Prayn”™-
gorrespondent at the UN session in Paris.) These listed
‘ahove Were generally regarded as Slansky's followers; nok
only were they hiz maln suppor?®, they held important poslfionms.

- recent events prove that Presldent Gotiwald 1e, 50X1-H

5“ in reallfy., thl‘ gtrong man 1anzechoslovakj.a, that he R’Rlxays .‘
has been, and that the West has conglderably underrated
nir chapacter, position, and abillty te win politieal
baittles --- With Moscow’s backing.

~end -
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